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Re-exploring Sefirat Ha’"Omer

[. The Mitzva
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15 And you shall count for yourselves from the morrow after the day of rest, from the day
when you bring the sheaf of the waving; seven weeks, they shall be complete; 16 until the
morrow after the seventh week shall you count fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-
offering to Hashem.
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9 Seven weeks shall you count for yourselves; from when the sickle is first put to the standing crop, shall
you begin to count seven weeks.

e For what purpose??

Il. The Rationale(s)

A. Connecting Pesach to Shavuot; Counting Towards...

e Shalosh Regalim: Two parallel sets...Pesach/Shavuot; Sukkot Shemini Atzeret...multi- day
festivals followed by one day festivals

e Shavuot referred to in Mishna and Gemara as NIxv

e Midrash on timing of Shemini Atzeret

e Significance of connection...
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11 And Moshe said to God,” Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and that | should take the
Children of Israel out of Egypt?’
12 And He said, ‘For | shall be with you-and this is the sign that | have sent you: When you take
the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.’
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e The purpose of Yetziat Mitzraim

e Physical to spiritual freedom

e Anticipation

e Sharpening the message...a tale of two counts...omer and yovel
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8 And you shall count for yourself seven cycles of sabbatical years, seven times seven years; and
the seven cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you forty and nine years. 9 And you shall sound
a broken blast on the shofar, on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement
you shall sound the shofar throughout your land. 10 And you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof; it shall be a Jubilee for
you; and you shall return every man unto his possession, and you shall return every man to his
family. 11 A Jubilee shall that fiftieth year be for you; you shall not so, you shall not harvest its
aftergrowth, and you shall not pick that which was set aside of it for yourself. 12 Foriitis a
Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. 13 In this Jubilee year you
shall return every man unto his possession.

e Yovel...a count towards 1NT; Omer...a count towards niNn
e Yovel...('Tn11) 72 Nn1aol; Omer... (TARI TAX 72) 022 DN1QDI

B. Counting From...
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Ohr HaChaim: [Example of those who view Omer as counting from Tumat Mitzraim]
HaShem prepares the nation for the Chupa of Sinai...Seven weeks/n'"p1 vaw; nannn/nawn
first full day of n1nb
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These were the journeys of the Children of Israel who went forth from the land of Egypt, in
their legions, in the charge of Moses and Aaron.
Malbim: Focus on departure, not destination. Purpose of journey....

C. Between Heaven and Earth
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Abudraham: Offers two approaches (in addition to a third, in line with the Chinuch)

1. To ensure that the farmers, pre-occupied with the harvest, will remember to be n%1v
2219
2. To encourage Tefilla and Teshuva at this critical time of the year
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Sforno: The principal reason for the festivals is to afford us an opportunity to express our

gratitude in prayer and in deed.




4

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022
Shiur 23: Parshat Emor
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

D. Additional Messages and Themes

¢ Rav Soloveitchik: Between Minyan and Sefira
e Grain to Bread
e Korban Ha’Omer as a Matir-Chadash

lll. Historical Overlay
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e Fate of Rabbi Akiva’s students during this period
e Impact and thematic connection on two levels
e Laws and customs: Based on two opinions concerning the historical facts
1. Calamity ended o Perus L'Atzeret [midpoint in the thirty day period before
Shavuot]
2. Plague continued throughout the omer period, but was lifted on days with no
Tachanun

I\V. Halachic Laboratory

A. Biblical or Rabbinic Today?
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e The debate (three positions)

e The source

e The ramifications: Safek, Bein Ha’Shemashot

e Other examples of biblical/Zecher I'mikdash transformations
Marror, Arba Minim (Emor)
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B. Temimot: Complete
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e The Source

e Two opinions concerning temimot . complete counting or complete days

¢ Ramifications: Safek Berachot; counting during the day; missing a day; continued
counting after counting during the day

V. Final Mystery
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Correlating Rabbi Akiva’s teaching with his students’ fate...
How could it be???




